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Hello Everyone! This newsletter marks the end of the Fall 2023 semester.
The semester began with the orientation of Cohort 9 Scholars. These
scholars will be partially supported by the pharmaceutical company
Johnson & Johnson. Read the newsletter to learn more about these
scholars. We also participated in the Annual Biomedical Conference for
Minoritized Scientists (ABRCMS). Fourteen scholars and 2 Near Peer
Mentors presented their research in the form of a poster or oral
presentation. Congratulations to Cohort 8 Scholar Zya Spruell who won an
award for her poster presentation. We are proud of all our scholars. To
promote the ASCEND Scholars Program, we also created promotional
videos where two Cohort 1 Scholars, Abdullah Abdul, MS and Oyesola
Oluwafunmilayo (Funmi) Ayeni, PhD shared their ASCEND stories. Thank
you, Abdullah and Funmi, for volunteering to support the program! Lastly,
three Cohort 8 Scholars graduated during the Fall 2023 commencement
exercises: Gabriela Hiciano, Alana Powell, and Kailyn Smith.
Congratulations and continue to ASCEND! In this edition of the ASCEND
Scholars Newsletter, we showcase Cohort 8 & 9 scholars, ABRCMS
Recap, ASCEND Scholar Alumni and Ambassadors, the ASCEND Student
Research Center, student resource page, and much more. This year is the
last year of funding through the National Institute of Health. As we continue
the program, we ask for your continued support as we focus on sustaining
the ASCEND Scholars program. Please contact us to find out how you can
assist. As always, please keep us posted on what you’re doing as you
continue to ASCEND!

Dr. Cleo Hughes-Darden
Program Co-Director 

Dr. Jocelyn Turner-Musa
Program Director 
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ABRCMS

This year's Annual ABRCMS Conference was held in Phoenix Arizona. ASCEND Scholars,
Ambassadors, Near Peer Mentors, and faculty had a wonderful time presenting their research and
immersing themselves in the wonderful seminars, workshops, and research presentations. We are

pleased to share that 16 ASCEND representatives presented their research at the conference. Cohort 8
scholars Gabriela Hiciano, Zya Spruell, Amya Nance, Cherise Castello, Paityn-Amor Brooks, Kelly

Mouling, Blessing Adedeji, and Anaya Van Heyningen gave beautiful poster presentations. Riveting oral
presentations were given by Cohort 9 scholars Janae McDowell, Alana Powell, and Kennedi Sullivan.

Jahari Nelson, Daniel-Ashley Lindo, and Monica Bandora are members of Cohort 9, who were selected
to give poster presentations as well. For the first time, we had Near Peer Mentors present their

research at ABRCMS. Christabelle Agyapong (Cohort 5) had an opportunity to present her research and
Faith Hudnall (Cohort 7) participated in the ABRCMS Graduate Symposium. We are proud of all our
presenters and would like to congratulate them on a job well done! We would also like to give a special

shout-out to our award winner Zya Spruell who won for her poster presentation “Community- Engaged
Research in Early Childhood Home Visiting Preliminary Findings from a Rapid Scoping Review”.

ASCEND is looking forward to attending the conference next year in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.





Executive Board
Madina Diallo – President 
Iyana Gross – Vice President of Research
Productivity
Sophia Selenou-Yemgang – Vice President of
Mentorship
Kennedi Sullivan – Miss SRC
Jahari Nelson – Mister SRC 

The year 2023 was an eventful one for the SRC. There were
some changes in the 2022-2023 executive board, as the
president for that term graduated early (December) and the
social media influencer became interim president for the
Spring 2023 semester. The SRC continues to partner with the
Office of Undergraduate Research (OUR). The OUR and SRC
worked together to develop more innovative pursuits to
recruit and engage members of the SRC via hybrid platforms.
The SRC welcomed 27 new members this semester, with a
total of 67 undergraduate members. 
The 2023 – 2024 SRC Leadership Retreat is was held on Friday,
August 11, 2023 – Saturday, August 12, 2023, which consisted
of a team building exercise on the first day and a half-day
leadership development and strategic planning session on the
second day. 
This executive board along with the SRC advisor and OUR
directors went to Hawaii on August 26, 2023 – September 2,
2023, to co-facilitate a leadership retreat with the SRC’s sister
organization at Hawaii Pacific University, HUI SRC. 

SRC Fall Semester Recap



SCHOLAR
SPOTLIGHT

Name of Project: Community-Engaged Research
in Early Childhood Home Visiting: Preliminary
Findings from a Rapid Scoping Review
Discipline: Public Health

Q: What was it like to give a poster presentation at
ABRCMS?
A: “Honestly it was rather easy giving my poster
presentation. I got the chance to present my
poster this summer, so when it came to ABRCMS it
seemed that everything just came back to me
when I stood next to my poster!”

Q: How did you prepare for your presentation?
A: “I briefly prepared for my presentation about 30
minutes before it was time to present and did a
quick run through of my poster via my IPAD. Prior
to the conference, I also had the opportunity to
practice my presentation in class and receive
feedback from my mentor, classmates, and
professor.”

Q: What was your biggest takeaway from the
experience?
A: “My biggest takeaway was to not be in my head
to the point where I’d psych myself out from giving
a quality presentation. Also, to expect the
unexpected because getting an award was not
something I planned to receive when gearing up
for ABRCMS.”

Q: What advice would you give to anyone
presenting at a research conference?
A: “A piece of advice that I can provide is to have
faith in not only yourself but your research as well. I
feel that enjoying the research that I did played a
major role in how I was able to effectively present
my research due to having an in-depth knowledge
of what my research is about.”

COHORT 8

Zya Spruell



SCHOLAR
SPOTLIGHT

Jahari is a junior biology major with a minor in
chemistry, hailing from the Bahamas. Jahari

has
not only exuded excellence in his academics
but has taken on leadership roles serving as

the
President of the Ernest E. Just Biology Club,
Mister and Community Service Chair of the

Student Research Center, and Clara I. Adams
Student Honors Council member. Jahari

aspires to become a cardiothoracic surgeon
and physician-scientist and hopes to develop

a new technique
that will save lives. Passionate about

biomedical research, Jahari has been actively
involved in a

faculty lab since his freshman year. Recently
completing an internship at Johns Hopkins

University, he is already making waves in the
scientific community. Jahari has presented his

research at several conferences, including
Morgan State University’s Annual

Undergraduate and
Graduate Research Symposium (2022), the

Center for Urban Health Disparities Research & 
Innovation (CUDRI) Inaugural Conference

(2023), Johns Hopkins CARES Summer
Symposium

(2023), The Leadership Alliance National
Symposium (2023), and the Annual

Biomedical
Research Conference for Minoritized Scientists

(ABRCMS 2023). Jahari Nelson is not just
meeting but exceeding the standards of

ASCEND, and his future is undoubtedly bright!

COHORT 9 

Jahari Nelson



UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH

 The Office of Undergraduate Research, under the Division of
Academic Affairs, is a great place to start when interested in
research. Led by Director Dr. Lisa Brown, the OUR aims to
“cultivate student success through innovative approaches to

enhancing undergraduate research - meeting the diverse needs and
interests of Morganites across all disciplines”.

 With opportunities for research internships, presenting research at
the Spring Into Research Week Symposium, and connecting with

like-minded individuals in the Student Research Center, the Office of
Undergraduate Research is your first stop on the journey to diving

into the world of research at Morgan State University! 

For more information, email OUR@morgan.edu



Johnson & Johnson recently partnered with Morgan State University to support
10 ASCEND Scholars. This collaboration demonstrates the bold commitment

Johnson & Johnson has made through its Our Race to Health Equity initiative to
help eradicate racial and social injustice as public health threats. 

Cohort 9
 Johnson & Johnson Scholars  

“It’s an honor to partner with Morgan State University to help students of color
become tomorrow’s leaders in biomedical/biobehavioral research through the

ASCEND Scholars program,” said Shelina Ramnarine, PhD, Director of Our Race
to Health Equity Community Engagement at Johnson & Johnson. “I look forward

to seeing these talented scholars use the skills they develop to serve their
communities, advance their fields and create a more equitable future for

healthcare.”

Ascend thanks 
Johnson & Johnson

 for its continued support! 



ASCEND INTERVIEW
SHAMARA MURPHY

Q: How did you find ASCEND?
A: I was in the process of looking for a new job trying to leave bankruptcy and foreclosure law when ASCEND found me. The
position popped up in my inbox. One of the big questions the application asked me was “Did I know how to be a Big Sister?” and I
thought to myself “I am the oldest of 13, I know how to be a Big Sister!”. And a couple months later, I was here at Morgan.

Q: What is your role in ASCEND/SRC? 
A: As a Program Coordinator, I work directly with ASCEND Scholars ensuring administrative tasks are completed. As an
advisor for the SRC, I oversee the executive board and manage the facility.

Q: What has been your favorite part of your job? 
Shamara: Watching my students flourish and discover who they are and watch them walk boldly in it. They are the reason
why I keep going.

Q: What are some challenges you face in your job?
A: Balancing advocacy for my students while empowering them to rise above systematic difficulties. 

Q: What is your vision for the SRC? 
A: SRC is great here. I see it being more owned by the student body and see more replication at other universities. Not just
having it at Hawaii, and PG Community College, but it being replicated in all HBCU.

Q: What special qualities have made you perfect for this role?
A: For me, stroking my ego, motivating, nurturing, genuine, integral, inspiring, “the light in the morning and an idea there in
hope” directly from a student in the office.

Q: How would you define success for the SRC?
A: Success would be the growth and engagement of the students and the impact we make on the community.

Q: What are some benefits of being a part of SRC and ASCEND?
A: There are many benefits of being a part of these organizations. The SRC exposes students to a peer group that spans across
campus and disciplines, whereby the ASCEND scholar makes you closer to your research peers.

Q: What impact has SRC made on the community?
A: A lot! At Morgan, the Office of Student Life and Development (OSLD) has adopted the SRC’s Member Incentive Program (MIP)
and made a very similar incentive which is the S.O.S. program for the organizations on campus. Off campus, we mentor
elementary students at Pleasant Plains Elementary in Towson.

Q: Are there any upcoming projects or developments in the SRC that you're particularly excited about? 
A: I am excited for SRC Week and the new eBoard elections. SRC week is always a good time and it's like a reunion. The new
eBoard always brings in new ideas and freshness to the organization.

Closing Remark: “I am the Soul of SRC and the students are the heart.” ~ Mrs. Shamara Murphy



Donating to ASCEND


